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From the Senior Minister 

JOIN US ON A JOURNEY THROUGH GOD’S WORD 

     The Same; Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow! 
 

     Riots and looting in Illinois.  Riots and more violence in Balti-
more, Maryland.  Church mass murders in South Carolina.  Su-
preme Court ruling on same-sex marriages. Should the confeder-
ate flag be banned.  I know for a fact it isn’t just me that notices 
the myriad of highly controversial topics making headlines.  Every-
one seems to be on such edge over any one of these topics and 
more. Finding yourself being careful of what you say and who you 
say it to has become the hypersensitivity that looms over every 

conversation.  I know it can seem pessimistic, and please don’t take this as some sort of agreement or 
tolerance of sin, but when I pause in my own frustration, in the midst of so many inconsistencies, I find 
my self asking the question, “What has really changed?” 
   Has there been violence in our culture’s past?  Yes.  Has there been racial tension in our past? 
Yes.  Have there been things in politics that just make the Christian community scratch there head? 
Never (insert sarcastic eyebrow here).  So in the midst of everything over the past few weeks and 
months, nothing we haven’t already seen in our culture has really happened.  And the church is still 
here, and will remain.  And Christ is still on His throne and will remain.  I was reminded in a friend of 
mine’s Facebook page, that the Christian church began at a time in history where the teachings of 
Christ were counter-culture.  The person of Christ was persecuted and even KILLED.  And yet not only 
was the church birthed in a culture that seem so opposed to what we still hold dear, but she THRIVED!  
And she will continue to do so. 
     Am I saddened that our culture seems to continue to decline morally.  Absolutely.  Am I worried that 
it will shake or impact the church as we know it.  Not in the least.  God’s Word and God’s truths are still 
the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow, no matter the climate of the culture we find ourselves in.  
This should only inspire us to press on for the cause of Christ and the cause of His Kingdom.  However, 
we should still keep in mind that our responsibility to a lost and dying world is STILL to share the Love of 
Christ in ways that honor Him, honor our Father in Heaven, advance the Gospel, and grow the Church.  
We have never in the past, nor in today’s present state, been able to accomplish any of these with hos-
tility, anger, defensive measures, or offensive means.  We do it through love, patience, kindness, gen-
tleness, peace, and conviction.  We are still called to love our enemies, practice kindness, love every-
one.  Now more than ever we can hate the sin, but LOVE the sinner.      
           In His Service, 
           Allen G. 

Join us Saturday, July, 4th at Tom Brown Park as TOGETHER we reach out to our community! 



COMING EVENTS FOR   JULY 

July 1  -   6PM Church Growth Initiative 
 6:30PM Ladies Bible Study 
July 4  -  Celebrate America Outreach at Tom Brown Park 
Jul 5-10  -  Middle School  Summer Camp 
July 7  -  10:30AM Computer Class 
July 7  -  2:30PM Board Meeting 
July 8  -   6PM Church Growth Initiative 
 6:30PM Ladies Bible Study 
July 10  -  7PM Family Movie Night  The Identical 
July 11  -  9-12 Parable Craft Class 
July 11  -  9:30AM  PSST Trip to The Little Mermaid 
July 12  -  12PM Mission Ministry Meeting 
July 12  -  5:30PM HOA Meeting 
July 13  -  6PM Ladies In Touch Dinner Meeting 

July 14  -  11AM Senior Lunch & Learn 
July 14  -  7PM  HOA Meeting 
July 15  -  6PM Church Growth Initiative 
 6:30PM Ladies Bible Study 
July 18  -  9:30AM  PSST Trip to Always...Patsy Cline 
July 19  -  12PM C4 Starting Point Class 
July 21  -  10:30AM Computer Class 
July 22  -  6PM Church Growth Initiative 
 6:30PM Ladies Bible Study 
July 23  -  8AM Men’s Breakfast 
July 26  -  12PM Senior Potluck 
July 28  -  10:30AM Computer Class 
July 29  -  6PM Church Growth Initiative 
 6:30PM Ladies Bible Study 

DIRTY WINDOWS 

 

    Recently I told a story about a woman who was looking out the window at 
her neighbors wash hanging on the line.  She commented to her husband, 
“Look at how dirty the neighbors wash is!  Someone should teach that wom-
an how to wash clothes.”  The husband just looked up and muttered “uh 
huh”.  This went on for several days, with the wife complaining someone 
should teach the neighbor how to wash and the husband just muttering in 
agreement.  Finally one day the woman looked up and said, “Oh my, look at 
that!  Their wash is finally clean!  Someone must have taught that woman 
how to wash clothes!”  The husband looked up and said, “Nah, I just got up early and cleaned the win-
dows.”  That led me to think, “Are we looking at the world through dirty windows?”   

     It seems like things are constantly going from bad to worse.  A recent Barna Report said that Church 
attendance has gone down all across America.  I was given a news clip that said the Southern Baptist 
Convention had a drop of 200,000 members last year.  When surveyed, more and more people are list-
ing “none” as their religious preference.  As a nation we no longer seem to have a moral compass.  Our 
children no longer know God.  A lot of us complain about the fall of our culture and blame liberal society.   
So what can we do?  I think we need to clean the windows to let the light of Jesus Christ shine through.  
People look out on a dingy world and they don’t even know the windows are dirty.  Today people behave 
in a way that shows they have no hope.  They think this world is all there is so they may as well enjoy 
themselves while they can.  So many people need to see that there is hope beyond this world.  Jesus 
came into a world with no hope and declared “I am the light of the world”.  Did the Roman army suddenly 
leave Israel?  Did hardship and pain go away?  Did the persecution of the Jews end?  No, but now the 
world had hope.  Jesus let the people see what could be, more than what was.   

     Today we need let people see the light of Jesus; we need to clean the windows so that the world can 
see what lies beyond.  Invite your friends and neighbors to come hear The Story, invite them to one of 
our senior events, ask them to a Family Fun Night; Let them see there is a bright world beyond the dirty 
windows. 
   

In His love and service 
The Elders 

Communication From the Leadership 

Ladies Bible Study      Wednesday 6:30 p.m.  

Alternating lesson facilitators are Paula Hubert and Jenny Corlett.  The Wednesday night Ladies Bible Study is current-
ly studying from The Story.  For more information contact Jenny  or Paula.    

 



FAMILY LIFE MINISTRY 

     Last night I was driving home from church and heard an interesting little snippet on Christian radio. 
A brief interlude between songs and commercials was given by one of the personalities. It was about 
things that Christians say. They said, “I hope God uses me,” and then reflected on how that may not 
be a good thing to say. The personality went on to say that “God doesn’t use people, but He did use 
His Son Jesus Christ.”  
     I think the individual was trying to avoid the negative association that comes from being “Used.” 
People can use people in a negative way to get something from that person for their own benefit. To 
avoid making it sound like God uses people that way, the person on the air made it sound like God 
used Jesus in a negative way. I don’t think it was intentional, but it bothered me a nonetheless. God 

didn’t use Jesus in a selfish way; God used Jesus in a mighty way to free mankind.  
     For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Sin, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eter-
nal life. – John 3:16 
     However, I also think it’s wrong to say that God doesn’t use people. There are many instances in the Bible where God us-
es people, but it is always to accomplish good. One such instance is the prophet Isaiah. One day when Isaiah was at the tem-
ple, he received a vision of the LORD.  The LORD filled the temple and judging by the language used, it was an awesome 
sight! There were seraphs flying about and calling out: Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glo-
ry.  
     Isaiah was beside himself for he was in grief over his own sin. “Woe to me. I am ruined,” he said. He saw the majesty of 
God and saw how he was far from what he needed to be, especially in the presence of God. But a seraph flew in and placed 
a hot coal on his lips, but it did not burn him. It said, “Your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 
     The LORD then asked who He could send to do His work. Isaiah, filled with renewed confidence replied, “Here am I. Send 
me!” The LORD then gave Isaiah the task of being a prophet. Not only did God use Isaiah, but Isaiah was excited to be a part 
of God’s work and he himself asked to be used. 
     Being used by God is not a negative thing. But if that word makes you feel uncomfortable you could use instead the 
words: purposed, tasked, or commissioned. Remember what God said through the prophet Jeremiah. “For I know the plans I 
have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” – Jeremiah 
29:11 
     If God has a plan and a purpose for all, could we not say then that God uses all? Being used is not always a negative 
thing. It’s quite the contrary. A set of gardening sheers are used by the owner to trim bushes or weeds, yet this is not for self-
ish gain. It is to accomplish a design or purpose. Is this not how God uses people? God’s purposes involve helping people 
whether it is widows, orphans, the poor, or those in need of Christ. I don’t mind being used to accomplish something like that! 
How does God desire to use you?  

Keith 

Children’s Ministry 

 

For more information:  call 877-7315 or visit  
www.capitalcitychristianchurch.org  

 
Join us in 
Children’s Church for: 

 

 

 Nursery  Pre-K & K  1st-2nd  Grade  3rd-5th Grade  

July 5      Charlotte Arons Don & Linda Meeks   Cindy Meeks Becky Carter 

July 12 Debi Smith Don & Linda Meeks  Cindy Meeks Becky Carter 

July 19 Marilyn Bryan Don & Linda Meeks  Cindy Meeks Becky Carter 

July 26 Becky Griffin Don & Linda Meeks  Cindy Meeks Becky Carter 

 Nursery  K– 5th Grade  

July 5 Debi Smith Juanita Tatum 

July 12 Marilyn Bryan Keith Warren 

July 19 Becky Griffin  Becky Carter 

July 26 Rylee Gonzalez Keith Warren 

Children’s Church/Worship 

Sunday School  

Coming... 

http://www.capitalcitychristianchurch.org


 

  

Our Food Pantry provides food for those in 
immediate need.  You can make monetary 
donations to the pantry by designating 
‘Pantry’ on your check and placing it in the 
offering.  

Food Pantry 

     HERE ARE SOME EVENTS THAT ARE EASY TO INVITE YOUR FAMILY & FRIENDS TO: 
 

  

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fr i  Sat  

   1 2 3 
 

4 
 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

J U LY  2 0 1 5J U LY  2 0 1 5J U LY  2 0 1 5    

 
 

Happy Birthday: 
 

1 -  Beverley Whitaker  
1 -  Jeanette Busby 
18  -  Lincoln Warren 
19  -  Janet Pitts 

22  -  Beth Foy 
24  -  Shirley O’Rear 
27  -  Serena Ramos 
27  -  Todd O’Neal 
28  -  Jim Cammons 

6PM  Ladies In Touch 
Dinner  

12PM SENIOR  
Potluck 

10:30AM Computer  
Class 

Celebrate America Community Outreach July 4th  Family Movie Night Family Movie Night --    July  10July  10 thth, 7:00, 7:00 
        Senior Lunch & Learn-  July 14th, 11AM               Senior Potluck  -  July 26th, 12PM3       

12PM Mission 
Meeting 

10:30AM Computer  
Class 

2:30PM 
Board Meeting 

Independence 
Day 

8am Men’s  
Breakfast 

10:30AM Computer  
Class 

Ladies In Touch  
 

LADIES IN TOUCH DINNER 
MEETING 

Dinner will be: 
Soup, Salad and 

Dessert 
July 13th at 6PM  

 
 

Contact Donna Gonzalez for more 

information 

 

              
       

Upcoming Events: 
July 11  -  Peach State Summer Theatre’s, The Little Mermaid  Cost $40 
       Lunch at Cheddars Restaurant before the performance 
              Bus Leaves at 9:30AM 
July 18 

July 14  -  Senior Lunch & Learn, Dr. Homer Rice 
July 18  -  Peach State Summer Theatre’s,  Always...Patsy Cline Cost $40 
       Lunch at Cheddars Restaurant before the performance 
             Bus Leaves at 9:30AM 

July 26  -  Senior Potluck  

Call the office 850-877-7315 for more information. 

9-12 Craft Day 

Senior Trip to 
PSST 

The Little Mermaid 

11AM Senior 
Lunch & Learn 

Celebrate America 
Outreach 3-11 

7PM Family 
Movie Night 

Middle School Camp Week at Tri-State 

29  -  Homer Rice 
 

Senior Trip to 
PSST 

Always...Patsy Cline 

5:30pm HOA Meeting 7pm HOA Meeting 

12PM C4 Start-
ing Point 

 



OPPORTUNITIES FOR WORSHIP: 
Scripture Encounter  9:00 AM 
Coffee Break 10:00 AM 
Worship Encounter 10:30 AM 
Life Group    4:00PM 
Sunday Evening Small Groups               5:00 PM 
Wednesday Bible Discussion Groups  6:30 PM 
 

YOUTH & CHILDREN 
Sunday Evening                 5:00 PM 
Wednesday Evening                6:30 PM 

OUR STAFF: 
Allen Gonzalez                      Senior Minister 
Keith Warren               Family Life Minister 
Mike Seay                   Worship Director 
Trish Rice        Administrative Assistant 
  

Leadership: 
ELDERS:  Don Meeks, Homer Rice 
 
DEACONS:  Dave Sterling, Clayton Wilder 
  
 

STATISTICS FOR  June 2015  
ATTENDANCE              Average 

AM Worship                        76 
 
 

GIVING                   June   Budget Need 
General Giving      $10,013.00          $14,948.00 
Missions               $  2,095.00            $2,717.00 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE ~ The Deadline for AUGUST 2015 Newsletter is July  26
th

 

 

ASL MINISTRY:   We are in need of a new ASL Interpreter.  Please contact the office if you know of someone who might be available.  

“Our purpose is to LOVE CHRIST,  LOVE OTHERS and SERVE”  


